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The truth about Elizabeth is this. She was
the puppet or figurehead of the group of new
millionaires established upon the loot of religion
begun in her father's time. They had at their
head the unique genius of William Cecil, who,
in spite of dangerous opposition, accomplished
what might have seemed the impossible task of
digging up the Catholic Faith by the roots from
English soil, stamping out the Mass, and
shepherding the younger generation of a reluctant
people into a new religious mood.
Throughout her life Elizabeth was thwarted
in each political effort she made; she felt the check
of her masters and especially of Cecil as a horse
feels the bridle. She never had her will in matters
of State.
In personal history the truth about Elizabeth
is that she was a woman of strong will and warped
by desperately bad bodily health, almost certainly
by a secret abnormality which forbade her to
bear children. This wretched health, to which
half a dozen times in her life she nearly succumbed,
partly accounted for a mind also diseased on the
erotic side. It is not a pleasant subject, and not
one on which I can dwell at length in these pages,
but it must be very strongly emphasized for it
accounts for all her intimate life and all that was
most characteristic of her from her fifteenth year.